
Where the Idaho, Nevada and 
Oregon borders meet, that’s 
where Doug Williamson 
learned to work a cow. 

In that wide-
open Great Basin sagebrush 
corner, Williamson buckarooed 
alongside his father, Sylvan. 
Now 67 years old, Williamson 
doesn’t remember the first time 
he rode a horse, as memories are 
seldom formed that early. But 
he does recall winning a buckle 
at the age of 8, in the hacka-
more reining class in Vale, Ore.

When he was 17, the young 
hand went to work for a ranch 
in Idaho. Before long, he took 
off on the rodeo road, making 
a 12-year living roping calves, 
team roping and riding bareback 
horses. In 1974, Williamson 

returned to Idaho to make a 
living training horses. 

He did just about everything, 
training for and showing in 
events from halter and plea-
sure to cow horse and reining. 

Williamson remained 

in Idaho until the 
early 1990s when Don Haskell 
offered a job on his Tejon Ranch 
in Lebec, Calif. While there, he 
came across a yearling, Mr San 
Olen (Peppy San Badger x San 
O Lenita x Tenino San), the 
stallion Williamson rode to his 
first Snaffle Bit Futurity Open 
Championship in 1992. Exactly 
10 years later, Williamson rode 
two of that horse’s offspring 
into the Snaffle Bit Futurity’s 
Open finals and one, Doc At 
Night, to the Champion title. 

Since 1992, Williamson 

has earned $785,036, and by 
November of this year, he had 
won $73,591 for the 2009 sea-
son.

All of this is quite amaz-
ing considering that in the fall 
of 1988, Williamson weighed 
just 90 pounds. Suffering from 

cancer of the lymph 
node system, 
the cowboy was 
forced to ask best 
friend Bob Avila 
to catch ride 
Montana Lynx in 
the Junior Cutting 
at the AQHA 
World Show. 
The pair finished 
Reserve.

“Bobby asked 
my doctor on a 
Wednesday how I was 
doin’ and he said that 
I would be dead by 
Saturday,” Williamson 
recalled. “But we’re still 

here, both of us.”
Williamson and his wife, 

Carol, own and operate their 
ranch in Bakersfield, Calif. As 
for his life with the perfor-
mance horses, the perennial 
Williamson still taps into what 
he knows best.

“This show is so tough today 
and the only reason I get in 
there is because I know how to 
work cattle,” Williamson said. 
“That’s all I’ve done all my life, 
is work cattle. It still pays off, 
even as old as I am.” —KT

Cow Horse Tradition

Breaking News
Digital Update

Get the Latest  
ONLiNe NOw at

n LiL MaGNUM Jessie/CaseY 
hiNtON tOP NRha FUtURitY 
OPeN FiRst ROUND
Lil Magnum Jessie, owned and shown 
by Casey Hinton, Whitesboro, Texas, 
topped the first go-round of the NRHA 
Futurity Open division. 

n DUaL ReY Me/JeReMY 
BaRwiCK, eLiZaBeth 
QUeeN/sisteR CD wiN  
NCha wORLD FiNaLs
Dual Rey Me and Jeremy Barwick, 32, 
claimed the Mercuria/NCHA Open 
World Finals’ Championship and four-
day World Finals earnings of $26,922.

n NRha FUtURitY  
saLes CONsiGNMeNts
The National Reining Horse Association 
Futurity Sales begin this Thursday. 
Check out the consignments here. 

n CeLeBRities ReiN  
iN OKC this FRiDaY
Celebrities and bull riders are gear-
ing up for this Friday’s 4R Performance 
Horses Celebrity Slide benefitting 
Make-A-Wish Foundation of Oklahoma 
to begin at 6 p.m. at the Oklahoma 
State Fair Arena. 
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Watch the AQHA Senior Cutting 
World Champion’s finals run.
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T

The Borden Milk/NCHA Futurity is in 
full swing. ARC Ruby Playgunia and Matt 
Budge, along with Smooth Going Cat and 
Matt Miller tied with 436.5-point compos-
ites in the Open division. The first round 
of the Non-Pro is underway and continues 
through Thursday...

NCha Futurity

Read more at quarterhorsenews.com.
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At • Its • Best

Doc At Night and Doug 
Williamson at the 2002 
NRCHA Snaffle Bit Futurity, 
in a fence run that 
yielded a 227 and the 
Championship.
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Around the 
AQHA World

OKC Comradeship Cliff Bales 
(left) and Denny Hassett, both from 
Kansas, enjoy a drink and some 
leisurely conversation.

Pink Tribute The pink carpet, and a pink limo, were 
rolled out during the Saddle Up for Life tribute to 
horsemen and horsewomen who have fought a battle 
with cancer.

Come on in Shorty Koger (left) and Bonnie Gough 
were ready for action at the Shorty’s Caboy Hattery booth.

Good eats (Lower left) Folks go all out when setting up concessions at the 
AQHA World Championship Show. This food concession was located in the Super 
Barn. Come and get it! (Lower right) People lined up for the great grub that 
was served in the Super Barn. Award Treasurers (Right) Jodi Finkenbinder, 
Collinsville, Texas, proudly stands beside her decorated stall and past AQHA World 
Championship trophies.

A Cats Meow Megan Miller poses 
with NCHA Non-Pro Horse of the Year 
Itawtathenapuddycat. The two were final-

ists in the Amateur Cutting. 

Double Your Pleasure 
(Below) Becky and Cody 
Galyean accept Becky’s fourth-
place awards. She competed 
in the Amateur Cutting with 
Panolas Sugar Boon.

Winning Smile (Right) 
Carrie von Uhlit was all smiles 
after she won the silver trophy 
in Amateur Reining aboard 
Ricochet San.

Double Vision All the action could 
be seen from the jumbotron that hangs in 
Jim Norick State Fair Arena.
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This could be the year that 
one and possibly two own-
ership entities – Phil and 

Mary Ann Rapp and Slate River 
Ranch, both based in Weatherford, 
Texas – pass the $1 million mark 

in NCHA Futurity money earned 
by their horses.

The Rapps are well-known for their success as 
cutting horse competitors. According to Equi-
Stat records, when money earned in all divi-
sions is considered, Phil, 40, is cutting’s all-time 
leading money-earner. Mary Ann Rapp, 44, is 
cutting’s leading career money-earner among all 
Non-Pro division riders.

The couple also ranks prominently among all-
time leaders as horse owners and breeders. And 
the Rapps are ranked as the NCHA Futurity’s 
top all-time owners heading into this year’s event 
with $928,371, based largely on money earned 
while riding their own horses.

Phil ranks No. 11 among all NCHA Futurity 
riders with $690,597 won at the event prior 
to 2009. Mary Ann ranks No. 27 among the 
NCHA Futurity’s all-time riders with earnings 
totaling $463,726.

John Mitchell, 36, moved to Texas from 
Australia to accept a job as ranch manager and 
head trainer at Slate River Ranch in Weatherford 
about 12 years ago. Since then, he and ranch 
owner Glade Knight have teamed up to achieve 
considerable success with cutting horses, par-
ticularly at Fort Worth’s Triple Crown events. 
Through the 2008 NCHA Futurity, Slate River 
Ranch horses had earned $902,124, all since 
1998.

Knight, 65, a real estate developer from 
Richmond, Va., also maintains a business head-
quarters in Fort Worth. He is an enthusiastic 
cutting horse owner, breeder and non-pro com-
petitor. His son, Nelson Knight, also competes at 

many Fort Worth events.
Mitchell’s wife, Hope, competes often as a 

non-pro rider. John ranks among cutting’s top 
riders and has earned $447,040 at the NCHA 
Futurity thus far. Mitchell has also optimized 
success of Slate River Ranch horses by sending 
several of its top prospects to compete with other 
top trainers. He takes pride in matching the 
right pairs. —MT

Equi-Stat, a division of Cowboy Publishing Group and Quarter Horse News, 
compiles and researches money earned within equine performance events 

and then enters this information into its database for use in producing statistical reports. These performance 
events include cutting, reining, reined cow horse as well as barrel racing, pleasure horse and ranch versatility. 
Equi-Stat’s statistical information helps performance horse events present a more accurate picture of their 
particular event to entrants, breeders, owners and potential sponsors. For more information about Equi-Stat 
and what it might do for you, visit equistat.com.

Slate River Ranch owner Glade Knight (center) pic-
tured with his son, Nelson Glade Knight (at right) and 
ranch manager John Mitchell.

Leading NCHA Futurity owners Phil and Mary Ann Rapp

NCHA Futurity All-Time 
Owner Earnings 

1962-2008

1 Phil / Mary Ann Rapp, TX $928,371 

2 Slate River Ranch, TX $902,124 

3 Harden Ranch, TX $690,451 

4 Oxbow Ranch, TX $644,100 

5 Sandy Bonelli, CA $595,575 

6 Linda Holmes, CO $574,773 

7 Bar H Ranche, TX $558,179 

8 Kelly Schaar, TX $528,451 

9 Rock Creek Ranch, TX $523,212 

10 Montgomery / Flying M Ranch, FL $496,681 

11 Dean Sanders, TX $465,508 

12 Billy Rank / Toy Codgell, TX $440,789 

13 Wesley Galyean, OK $438,745 

14 Lonnie / Barbara Allsup, NM $425,940 

15 Tommy Manion, TX $402,067 

16 EE Ranches of Texas Inc., TX $398,197 

17 Jeff Barnes, CA $387,197 

18 Jack / Susan Waggoner, TX $385,360 

19 Double Dove Ranch, CO $382,483 

20 Robert Waltrip, TX $375,736 

21 Merritt / Penny Wilson, OK $374,709 

22 Jerry Durant, TX $351,568 

23 Kay Floyd, TX $341,514 

24 Crystal Creek Ranch, TX $341,006 

25 David / Susan McDavid, TX $340,716 

26 Dub / Christy Leeth, TX $338,184 

27 Beau Galyean, OK $328,987 

28 Larry / Ellen Reeder, NM $326,299 

29 John / Hope Mitchell, TX $304,323 

30 Harland / Joy Radomske, WA $290,358

Closing In
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On Oct. 30, Thiago Sobral won the 
Arabian Reining Horse Futurity in 
Tulsa, Okla., on 4-year-old Santanas 
Angelo, co-owned by Sobral and Equine 
Veterinary Services LLC, Cave Creek, 
Ariz., with a combined score of 427.

Fresh off that win at the Arabian Horse 
Association U.S. National Championship 
Show, Sobral will host a reining clinic Dec. 
12-13 at Loma Vista Farm, Scottsdale, 
Ariz. Proceeds from the event will go to 
the Arabian Reining Horse Association.

A native of Brazil, Sobral moved to 
the United States and apprenticed with 
California reined cow horseman Benny 
Guitron. His earnings now total $48,387, 
according to Equi-Stat.

Participants can bring their own horse 
or use a horse that will be provided at 
the clinic, and all breeds of horses are 
welcome. Instruction will be offered both 
for newcomers to the sport and for those 
who want to tune up their skills. Sobral 
will cover the basics of reining, and talk 
about how to improve maneuvers in the 
show pen. 

Cost of clinic is $50 for one day or 
$80 for both days. For information or 
to register, call 602-616-0400 or 602-
291-1778. —SM  

in the Know

all Breeds 

welcome

Digital Update

1. Be Choosy Selling a horse success-
fully at auction is all about selecting 

the right sale. While researching, look at the 
results from previous sales, in particular for 
horses with similar breeding and accom-
plishments. 

“Be objective in evaluating your horse,” 
says Mike Jennings of Professional Auction 
Services, Leesburg, Va. “If it’s show-bred 
but lacks the talent to be a show horse, you 
need to sell to the recreational market. If it’s 
an outstanding show prospect, sell it with 
other show prospects of the same caliber.”

2. Do the Paperwork You’ll need a 
variety of information on your horse, 

including a registration certificate, a nega-
tive Coggins test (usually dated within the 
past six months), and a health certificate 
from your veterinarian. 

Either the original registration certificate 
or a copy of it is required at the time of 
consignment, with the original and a signed 
transfer form supplied before the sale. 

3. Make Your Horse Shine  The real 
work happens in the arena and in the 

barn aisle, with your hands full of brushes 
and grooming sprays. Don’t wait until 
two weeks before the sale to get out your 
grooming tools or to start exercising your 
horse and improving your feeding program. 
Fitting a horse takes a minimum of 45 days, 
and 60 to 90 days is ideal. 

4. Be an Early Bird Arriving early – 
preferably the day before the sale 

– can help put additional change in your 
pocket for numerous reasons. Your horse 
will have time to settle into new surround-
ings and relax.

The extra time also gives you a chance to 
check in, take care of any office business 
and learn the layout of the facility. Getting 
there early also gives you the opportunity to 
practice your salesmanship skills.

5. Be a Salesman  Even though the 
auctioneer will sell your horse in the 

ring, don’t forget that you’re that horse’s 
best salesman. The actual sale will take only 
a few minutes; you have horse before then 
to visit with potential buyers and encourage 
interest in your horse.  

6. Read the Fine Print  Horse sales are 
fairly simple productions. You pay 

the sale company to allow your horse to 
go through the ring, and the sale company 
attempts to get buyers in and get the best 
price for your horse. But to learn the ins 
and outs of the sale, it’s still important to 
read the sale terms when you fill out the 
consignment form. 

7. Leave Happy  If there is one rule of 
sales that your should remember, it’s 

this: You’re going there to sell your horse. 
Be honest about its abilities and its fair 
market value. Don’t expect to get a huge 
price for a horse of mediocre breeding or 
with no performance record. You’ll only be 
disappointed.—SM

FYI Are you planning to 
consign your horse to 
a sale? Get the most 
out of the experience 
by following these 
seven tips from top 
auction pros.

Rules of 
Consignment
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Thiago Sobral 
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Standing at  EE RANCHES STALLION STATION

Whitesboro, Texas • 903-564-3692 • www.eeranches.com

Breeding Manager: Steve Adams • steve@eeranches.com   -   Owners: Jim & Laura Bilbrey

Sire: HIGH BROW CAT,
        ALL-TIME LEADING SIRE

Dam: ATHENA ACCENT

          BY DOC ATHENA

LTE: $218,763

We can’t brag about the dams of 
Athena Puddy Cat’s 1st crop of 6 foals,
BUT we can brag about Athena Puddy Cat’s
1st crop with:

AVERA GE OFFSPRING
EARNINGS OF $53,268,
4 MAJOR FINALISTS FROM 5 
PERFORMERS:

ITAWTATHENAPUDDYCAT $105,144
Dam earned $12,586

LOST WAGES CAT $85,174
Dam earned $27,402

ATHENA NUFF $68,591
Dam earned $10,467

ATHENA TENINA CAT $3,732
Dam earned $0.00

Athena Puddy Cat – THINK ABOUT     
THE POSSIBILITIES WITH

YOUR MARE!

2010 Fee: $1,000 fi rst 50 mares,
plus $600 chute fee; aft er that,

$2,000 plus chute fee

CedarCrk_4cF_QHa1209.indd   1 11/9/09   4:39:00 PM
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“

“

the most nervous i get every year 
is my first run at the Futurity.
— Tag Rice, Texas trainer who is the third-leading NCHA 

Futurity Open rider with $1,110,189 in money won, including 
the 2002 Open Championship on Chiquita Pistol.

Celebrity Cutting
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Victory

The 2008 National Reining Horse Association Futurity Champion 
Shining N Sassy, with rider Tim McQuay and owner Carol Rose. 
The 2009 NRHA Futurity is underway and continues through 
Saturday, Dec. 5.

EEvery year the NCHA Futurity offers 
numerous venues of entertainment 
that run in conjunction with the event, 
but one of the most popular is the 
Celebrity Cutting, put on by the Careity 
Foundation. 

The competition, which allows celebri-
ties to hash out their abilities in the Will 
Rogers Coliseum, will take place Dec. 
4 and will be followed by the annual 
silent auction, live concert and buffet. 
Proceeds from the event go to the Careity 
Foundation, which offers assistance to 
cancer patients in Tarrant, Parker and 
Johnson counties. 

On the roster this year are several return-
ing celebrities, including Lynn Anderson, 
Betty Buckley, Sonny Burgess, former 
Dallas Cowboy Jay Novacek and American 
Idol star Kristi Lee Cook. New to the arena 
will be Joey Martin from the country duo 
Joey + Rory and Santa Claus, who has 
taken time out of his busy schedule to test 
his riding abilities. 

Tickets are available online at www.
celebritycutting.com or at the Careity 
Foundation booth located in the exhibit 
hall next to the Will Rogers Coliseum. n

mailto: katie.tims@cowboypublishing.com?subject=Need Info
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Double Duty
$2,743,387
Total cutting earnings post-
ed by Spearman, Texas, 
trainer Boyd Rice.

$578,259 Money won 
by Boyd Rice on reined 
cow horses since 2001.

2 Number of AQHA World 
Championships won by 
Boyd Rice in 2009: Senior 
Cutting on Sophisticated 
Catt; and Junior Working 
Cow Horse on Mr 
Playinstylish.

1 Number of times Boyd 
Rice has ridden horses 
to the NCHA Open World 
Championship and the 
NRCHA Snaffle Bit Futurity 
Championship. NCHA in 
2005 on Bobs Hickory 
Rio; and NRCHA in 2007 
on Oh Cay N Short.

Retro Perspective

Visit quarterhorsenews.com
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Digital Update

High-quality, 
handmade 
hats for 
those who 
desire a  
special look 
and unique 
features

November - December Sponsor

Sign Up To 

WIN
100X Custom Cowboy Hat

One Great Prize Every Month

Boyd Rice at the 
AQHA World Show.
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